Invest in the world’s leading microchip makers
and designers through the ETFS Semiconductor ETF
(ASX Code: SEMI).
Introducing SEMI
SEMI invests in the biggest and most influential
semiconductor companies in the world. The
companies it holds are responsible for most of
global microchip production. It tracks the Solactive
Global Semiconductor 30 Index, which contains 30
companies in developed markets, Korea and Taiwan
from across the semiconductor value chain.

DID YOU KNOW?
• I n 2019, nearly 300 billion microchips were bought1.
This comes to about 40 chips for every person.
• S
 emiconductor components like transistors are
now so small that the machines making them
must be accurate on the atomic level.

•F
 oundries: are the specialist factories where microchips are
made. Within these, there are “cleanrooms” with extremely
pure air to stop microchips getting contaminated by dust.
•T
 ransistors: are the tiny gateways that control the flows of
electricity on a microchip. There are millions or billions of
them on modern microchips.
• Lithography: is where design patterns get printed onto
microchips. This is done using extremely powerful
ultraviolet light.
•G
 PUs: graphics processing units are powerful microchips
that can do lots of tasks at the same time. They started out
powering video games but have become the foundation of
artificial intelligence.
•C
 PUs: central processing units are the main engine on
computers. They can perform a broad array of different
tasks, quite like a Swiss army knife.

Semiconductors have broad
sources of demand
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What are semiconductors?
Semiconductors, also known as microchips, are the ‘brains’
behind electronic devices. They control and manipulate the
flow of electricity and are what make modern computing
possible. They are in virtually every electronic device:
microwaves, rice cookers, iPhones, computers.
Semiconductors are built on thin wafers of silicon (sand)
and made from millions - or billions - of tiny components
called transistors. Semiconductors have gotten much
smaller over the years, in a process called “Moore’s Law”. As
they have shrunk, computers have become more powerful.

The semiconductor industry
The semiconductor industry is made up of large companies
that are specialised in certain areas. These specialisations
can be filled with jargon. Some specialisations include:
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Computers and laptops
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Phone and communication devices

Consumer

Cars and automotive

Defence and government
Source: World Semiconductor Trade Statistics, 12 July 2021

How SEMI works

Snapshot

SEMI tracks the Solactive Global Semiconductor 30
Index.

ASX Code

SEMI

Bloomberg Code

SEMI AU Equity

The index is made of 30 semiconductor businesses in
developed markets plus Korea and Taiwan.

IRESS Code

SEMI.AXW

Benchmark

Solactive Global
Semiconductor 30 Index

Management Cost (%pa)

0.57%

Rebalance Frequency

Quarterly

Distribution Frequency

Semi-annually

W-8 BEN Form Required

No

Semiconductor companies are those defined as such
by FactSet’s Revere Business Industry Classification
System (RBICS).
To qualify for index inclusion, companies must have a
market capitalisation of US$1 billion and a minimum
average daily trading value of US$1 million over 3
months.
The top 30 companies by market capitalisation are
picked, with the weights of each stock capped at 10%.

For more information on the ETFS Semiconductor ETF (ASX
Code: SEMI), please speak to ETF Securities.
Client Services
+61 2 8311 3488
infoAU@etfsecurities.com.au
www.etfsecurities.com.au

Reasons to consider SEMI

1. A chieve diversification in a single trade and avoid the
risks of picking individual stocks.

2. International coverage to capture the global supply
chain.

3. E xposure to many high-growth areas, like cloud

computing and self-driving cars, which require
semiconductors to operate.

How to use SEMI in a portfolio
To express long-term strategic or short-term tactical
views on the growing demand for microchips.
To complement technology sector exposure with techaligned companies outside of the GICS classification
(the industry sector classification created by MSCI and
S&P Dow Jones Indices).
To aid portfolio diversification via investment in
industries that are largely absent from the Australian
market.

[1]

h ttps://blog.lamresearch.com/10-fun-facts-about-semiconductors/

Disclaimer
The issuer of units in ETFS Semiconductor ETF (ARSN: 651 639 315) is the responsible entity
of the Fund, being ETFS Management (AUS) Limited (“ETFS”) (AFSL 466778). This document
may not be reproduced, distributed or published by any recipient for any purpose. Under no
circumstances is this document to be used or considered as an offer to sell, or a solicitation of
an offer to buy, any securities, investments or other financial instruments.
The information provided in this document is general in nature only and does not take into
account your personal objectives, financial situations or needs. Before acting on any information
in this document, you should consider the appropriateness of the information having regard to
your objectives, financial situation or needs and consider seeking independent financial, legal,
tax and other relevant advice having regard to your particular circumstances. Any investment
decision should only be made after obtaining and considering the relevant product disclosure
statement.
This document has been prepared by ETFS from sources which ETFS believes to be correct.
However, none of ETFS, ETFS Capital Limited, nor any other member of the ETFS Capital
Group, nor any of their respective directors, employees or agents make any representation or
warranty as to, or assume any responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of, or any errors
or omissions in, any information or statement of opinion contained in this document or in any
accompanying, previous or subsequent material or presentation. To the maximum extent
permitted by law, ETFS and each of those persons disclaim all any responsibility or liability for
any loss or damage which may be suffered by any person relying upon any information contained
in, or any omissions from, this document.
Investments in any product issued by ETFS are subject to investment risk, including possible
delays in repayment and loss of income and principal invested. Neither ETFS, ETFS Capital
Limited nor any other member of the ETFS Capital Group nor any of their respective directors,
employees or agents guarantees the performance of any products issued by ETFS or the
repayment of capital or any particular rate of return therefrom.
The value or return of an investment will fluctuate and an investor may lose some or all of their
investment. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.
The financial instrument is not sponsored, promoted, sold or supported in any other manner
by Solactive AG, nor does Solactive AG offer any express or implicit guarantee or assurance
either with regard to the results of using the Solactive Global Semiconductor 30 Index (the
“Index”) and/or Index trade mark or the Index price at any time or in any other respect. The Index
is calculated and published by Solactive AG. Solactive AG uses its best efforts to ensure that
the Index is calculated correctly. Irrespective of its obligations towards the Sponsor, Solactive
AG has no obligation to point out errors in the Index to third parties including, but not limited
to, investors and/or financial intermediaries of the financial instrument. Neither publication of
the Index by Solactive AG, nor the licensing of the Index or Index trade mark for the purpose of
use in connection with the financial instrument, constitutes a recommendation by Solactive AG
to invest capital in said financial instrument nor does it in any way represent an assurance or
opinion of Solactive AG with regard to any investment in this financial instrument.

